










































































The printing press made possible the
diffusion of Renaissance learning. But
no book stimulated thought more at
this time than did the Bible. With
Gutenberg’s publication of a printed
Bible in 1454, scholars gained access
to a dependable, standardized text,
so that Scripture could be discussed
and debated as never before.
[Huntington Library]

kings and princes had encouraged schools and lit-
eracy to help provide educated bureaucrats to staff
the offices of their kingdoms. Without people who
could read, think critically, and write reliable
reports, no kingdom, large or small, could be prop-
erly governed. By the fifteenth century, a new lit-
erate lay public had been created, thanks to the
enormous expansion of schools and universities
during the late Middle Ages (the number of univer-
sities more than tripled between 1300 and 1500,
growing from twenty to seventy).

The invention of a process of cheap paper man-
ufacture also helped to make books economical and
to broaden their content. Manuscript books had
been inscribed on vellum, a cumbersome and
expensive medium. (It required 170 calfskins or 300
sheepskins to make a single vellum Bible.) Single-
sheet woodcuts had long been printed. This
involved carving a block of wood and inking it, then
stamping out as many copies as one could make
before the wood deteriorated. The end product was
much like a modern poster.

In response to the demand for books created by
the expansion of lay literacy, Johann Gutenberg (d.
1468) invented printing with movable type in the
mid-fifteenth century in the German city of Mainz,
the center of printing for the whole of western
Europe. Thereafter, books were rapidly and hand-
somely progduced on topics both profound and prac-
tical, and intended for ordinary lay readers, scholars,

354 Europe in Transition, 1300-1750

and clerics alike. Especially popular in the early
decades of print were books of piety and religion,
calendars and almanacs, and “how-to” books (for
example, on child rearing, making brandies and
liquors, curing animals, and farming successfully).

The new technology proved enormously prof-
itable to printers, whose numbers exploded. By
1500, within a scant fifty years of Gutenberg’s
press, printing presses operated in at least sixty
German cities and in more than 200 cities through-
out Europe. The printing press was a boon to the
careers of humanists, who now gained interna-
tional audiences.

Literacy deeply affected people everywhere, nur-
turing self-esteem and a critical frame of mind. By
standardizing texts, the print revolution made
anyone who could read an instant authority. Rulers
in church and state now had to deal with a less
credulous and docile laity. Print was also a power-
ful tool for political and religious propaganda as
well. Kings could now indoctrinate people as never
before, and the clergy found themselves able to
mass produce both indulgences and pamphlets.

Erasmus

The far-reaching influence of Desiderius Erasmus
(14667-1536), the most famous of the northern
humanists and the “prince of the humanists,” illus-
trates the impact of the printing press. Erasmus




gained fame both as an educational and as a reli-
gious reformer. His life and work make clear that
many loyal Catholics wanted major reforms long
before the Reformation made them a reality.

Erasmus earned his living by tutoring when
patrons were scarce. He prepared short Latin dia-
logues for his students that were intended to teach
them how to speak and live well, inculcating good
manners and language by encouraging them to imi-
tate what they read.

These dialogues were published under the title
Colloquies; they grew in number and length in con-
secutive editions, coming also to embrace anti-
clerical dialogues and satires on popular religious
. superstition. Erasmus collected ancient and con-
temporary proverbs as well, which he published
under the title Adages. Beginning with about 800
examples, he increased his collection to more than
5,000 in the final edition of the work. Among the
sayings that the Adages popularized are such
common modern expressions as “to leave no stone
unturned” and “where there is smoke, there is
fire.”

Erasmus aspired to unite the classical ideals of
humanity and civic virtue with the Christian ideals
of love and piety. He believed that disciplined study
of the classics and the Bible, if begun early enough,
was the best way to reform both individuals and
society. He summarized his own beliefs with the
phrase philosophia Christi, a simple, ethical piety
in imitation of Christ. He set this ideal in starkest
contrast to what he believed to be the dogmatic,
ceremonial, and factious religious practice of the
later Middle Ages. What most offended him about
the Scholastics, both those of the late Middle Ages
and, increasingly, the new Lutheran ones, was their
letting doctrine and disputation overshadow
humble piety and Christian practice.

To promote his own religious beliefs, Erasmus
labored to make the ancient Christian sources avail-
able in their original versions. He believed that only
as people drank from the pure, unadulterated
sources could moral and religious health result. He
edited the works of the Church fathers and pro-
duced a Greek edition of the New Testament (1516},
which became the basis for his new, more accurate
Latin translation {1519).

These various enterprises did not please church
authorities. They were unhappy with both Eras-
mus’s “improvements” on the Vulgate, Christen-
dom’s Bible for over a thousand years, and his pop-
ular anticlerical satires. At one point in the
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mid-sixteenth century, all of Erasmus’s works
were placed on the Index of Forbidden Books.
Erasmus also received Luther’s unqualified con-
demnation for his views on the freedo of human
will. Still, Erasmus’s works became basic tools of
reform in the hands of both Protestant and
Catholic reformers.

Humanism and Reform

In France, Spain, England, and Germany, human-
ism stirred both educational and religious reform.

GermMaNY Rudolf Agricola (1443-1485), the
“father of German humanism,” spent ten years in
Italy and he introduced Italian learning to Germany
when he returned. Conrad Celtis (d. 1508), the first
German poet laureate, and Ulrich von Hutten
{1488-1523), a fiery knight, gave German human-
ism a nationalist coloring hostile to non-German
cultures, especially Roman. Von Hutten especially
illustrates the union of humanism, German nation-
alism, and Luther’s religious reform. A poet who
admired Erasmus, he attacked indulgences and pub-
lished an edition of Valla's exposé of the Donation
of Constantine {see the earlier section on Valla). He
died in 1523 the victim of a hopeless knights’ revolt
against the princes.

The cause célebre that brought von Hutten onto
the historical stage and unified reform-minded
German humanists was the Reuchlin affair. Johann
Reuchlin (1455-1522) was Europe’s foremost Chris-
tian authority on Hebrew and Jewish learning. He
wrote the first reliable Hebrew grammar by a Chris-
tian scholar and was personally attracted to Jewish
mysticism. Around 1506 a Christian who had con-
verted from Judaism, supported by the Dominican
order in Cologne, began a movement to suppress
Jewish writings. When this man, whose name was
Pfefferkorn, attacked Reuchlin, many German
humanists, in the name of academic freedom and
good scholarship and not for any pro-Jewish senti-
ment, rushed to Reuchlin’s defense. The contro-
versy lasted several years and produced one of the
great satires of the period, the Letters of Obscure
Men (1515), a merciless satire of monks and
Scholastics to which von Hutten contributed. When
Martin Luther came under attack in 1517 for his
famous ninety-five theses against indulgences,
many German humanists saw a repetition of the
Scholastic attack on Reuchlin and rushed to his
side.
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Thomas More (1478-1535), painted by Hans Holbein
the Younger in 1527. The English statesman and author
was beheaded by Henry VIII for his refusal to
recognize the king's sovereignty over the English
church. [The Frick Collection]

ENGrLanp Italian learning came to England by way
of English scholars and merchants and visiting Ital-
ian prelates. Lectures by William Grocyn (d. 1519)
and Thomas Linacre (d. 1524) at Oxford and those
of Erasmus at Cambridge marked the scholarly mat-
uration of English humanism. John Colet {1467~
1519), dean of Saint Paul’s Cathedral, patronized
humanist studies for the young and promoted reli-
gious reform as well.

Thomas More (1478-1535), a close friend of Eras-
mus, is the best known English humanist. His
Utopia (1516}, a conservative criticism of contem-
porary society, rivals the plays of Shakespeare as
the most-read sixteenth-century English work.
Utopia depicted an imaginary society based on
reason and tolerance that overcame social and polit-
ical injustice by holding all property and goods in
common and requiring everyone to earn their bread
by their own work.

More became one of Henry VIII's most trusted
diplomats. gBut his repudiation of the Act of
Supremacy (1534}, which made the king of England
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head of the English church in place of the pope (see
Chapter 11}, and his refusal to recognize the king’s
marriage to Anne Boleyn led to his execution in
july 1535. Although More remained Catholic,
humanism in England, as also in Germany, played
an important role in preparing the way for the Eng-
lish Reformation.

France The French invasions of Italy made it pos-
sible for Italian learning to penetrate France, stirring
both educational and religious reform. Guillaume
Budé (1468-1540), an accomplished Greek scholar,
and Jacques Lefévre d’Etaples (1454-1536), a biblical
authority, were the leaders of French humanism.
Lefévre’s scholarly works exemplified the new crit-
ical scholarship and influenced Martin Luther. Guil-
laume Briconnet {1470-1533), the bishop of Meaux,
and Marguerite d’Angouléme (14921549}, sister of
King Francis I, the future queen of Navarre, and a
successful spiritual writer in her own right, culti-
vated a generation of young reform-minded human-
ists. The future Protestant reformer John Calvin was
a product of this native reform circle.

SpaiN  Whereas in England, France, and Germany,
humanism prepared the way for Protestant reforms,
in Spain it entered the service of the Catholic
Church. Here the key figure was Francisco Jiménez
de Cisneros (1437-1517), a confessor to Queen
Isabella, and after 1508 the “Grand Inquisitor”—a
position that allowed him to enforce the strictest
religious orthodoxy. Jiménez founded the University
of Alcala near Madrid in 1509, printed a Greek edi-
tion of the New Testament, and translated many
religious tracts designed to reform clerical life and
better direct lay piety. His great achievement, taking
fifteen years to complete, was the Complutensian
Polyglot Bible, a six-volume work that placed the
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin versions of the Bible in
parallel columns. Such scholarly projects and inter-
nal church reforms joined with the repressive mea-
sures of Ferdinand and Isabella to keep Spain strictly
Catholic throughout the Age of Reformation.

Voyages of Discovery
and the New Empire in the West

On the eve of the Reformation, the geographical as
well as the intellectual horizons of Western people
were changing. The fifteenth century saw the begin-
ning of western Europe’s global expansion and the




transference of commercial supremacy from the
Mediterranean and the Baltic to the Atlantic
seaboard.

Gold and Spices

Mercenary motives, reinforced by traditional mis-
sionary ideals, inspired the Portuguese prince Henry
the Navigator (1394-1460) to sponsor the Por-
tuguese exploration of the African coast. His main
object was the gold trade, which for centuries Mus-
lims had monopolized. By the last decades of the
fifteenth century, gold from Guinea was entering
Europe by way of Portuguese ships calling at the
port cities of Lisbon and Antwerp, rather than by
the traditional Arab land routes. Antwerp became
the financial center of Europe, a commercial cross-
roads where the enterprise and derring-do of the
Portuguese, the Spanish, and especially the Flem-
ish met the capital funds of the German banking
houses of Fugger and Welser.

The rush for gold quickly expanded into a rush
for the spice markets of India. In the fifteenth cen-
tury the diet of most Europeans was a dull combi-
nation of bread and gruel, cabbage, turnips, peas,
lentils, and onions, together with what meat
became available during seasonal periods of slaugh-
ter. Spices, especially pepper and cloves, were in
great demand both to preserve and to enhance the
taste of food.

Bartholomew Dias (d. 1500) opened the Por-
tuguese Empire in the East when he rounded the
Cape of Good Hope at the tip of Africa in 1487. A
decade later, in 1498, Vasco da Gama (d. 1524}
reached the coast of India. When he returned to Por-
tugal, he brought with him a cargo worth sixty

times the cost of the voyage. Later, the Portuguese -

established themselves firmly on the Malabar Coast
with colonies in Goa and Calcutta and successfully
challenged the Arabs and the Venetians for control
of the European spice trade. (See Political Transfor-
mations, pp. 360.)

While the Portuguese concentrated on the Indian
Ocean, the Spanish set sail across the Atlantic.

They did so in the hope of establishing a shorter

route to the rich spice markets of the East Indies.
But rather than beating the Portuguese at their own
game, Christopher Columbus (1451-1506) came
upon the Americas instead.

Amerigo Vespucci (1451-1512) and Ferdinand
Magellan (1480-1521) showed that these new lands
were not the outermost territory of the Far East, as

+
Columbus died believing. Their travels proved the
lands to be an entirely new continent that opened
on the still greater Pacific Ocean. Magellan, in
search of a westward route to the East Indies, died
in the Philippines. :

The Spanish Empire in the New World

Columbus’s voyage of 1492 marked, unknowingly
to those who undertook and financed it, the begin-
ning of more than three centuries of Spanish con-
quest, exploitation, and administration of a vast
American empire. That imperial venture produced
important results for the cultures of both the Euro-
pean and the American continents. The gold and
silver extracted from its American possessions
financed Spain’s major role in the religious and
political conflicts of the age and contributed to
European inflation of the sixteenth century.

In large expanses of both-South and North Amer-
ica, Spanish government set an imprint of Roman
Catholicism, economic dependence, and hierarchi-
cal social structure that has endured to the present
day. Such influence was already clear with Colum-
bus. On October 12, 1492, after a thirty-three day
voyage from the Canary Islands, Columbus landed
in San Salvador (Watlings Island) in the eastern
Bahamas. He thought that he was on an outer
island of Japan {or what he called Cipangu); he had
undertaken his journey in the mistaken notion that
the island of Japan would be the first land mass he
would reach as he sailed west. This belief was based
on Marco Polo’s accounts of his years in China in
the thirteenth century and the first globe map of
the world, by Martin Behaim. That map, published
in 1492, showed only ocean between the west coast
of Europe and the east coast of Asia. Not until his
third voyage to the Caribbean did Columbus realize
that the island of Cuba was not Japan and that the
South American continent beyond it was not
China.

When Columbus landed in San Salvador, his
three ships were met on the beach by naked and
extremely friendly natives. Like all the natives
Columbus met on his first voyage, they were Taino
Indians, who spoke a variant of a language known
as Arawak. From the start, the natives’ generosity
amazed Columbus. They freely gave his men all the
corn and yams they desired and many sexual favors
as well. “They never say no,” Columbus marveled.
At the same time Columbus observed how very
easily they could be enslaved.
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What Columbus knew of the world in 1492 was contained in this map by the Nuremberg geographer Martin
Behaim, creator of the first spherical globe of the Earth. The ocean section of Behaim's globe is reproduced here.
Departing the Canary Islands (in the second section from the right), Columbus expected his first major landfall to
be Japan (Cipangu, in the second section from the left). When he landed at San Salvador, he thought he was on the
outer island of Japan. And when he arrived in Cuba, he thought he was in Japan. [Reprinted from Samuel Eliot
Morison, Admiral of the Ocean Sea. Little, Brown and Company, Boston. 1942]

A Conquered World

Mistaking the islands where he landed for the East
Indies, Columbus called the native peoples whom
he encountered “Indians.” That name persisted
even after it had become clear that this was new
continent and not the East Indies. These native peo-
ples had migrated across the Bering Straits from
Asia onto the American landmass many thousands
of years before the European voyages of discovery,
creating communities all the way from Alaska to
South America. The islands that Columbus mis-
takenly felieved to be the East Indies came to be
known as the West Indies.
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Native Americans had established advanced civ-
ilizations going back to as early as the first millen-
nium B.C.E. in two parts of what is today known as
Latin America: Mesoamerica, which stretches from
central Mexico into the Yucatan and Guatemala,
and the Andean region of South America, primarily
modern-day Peru and Bolivia. The earliest civiliza-
tion in Mesoamerica, that of the Olmec, dates to
about 1200 B.c.x. By the early centuries of the first
millennium c.e. much of the region was dominated
by the powerful city of Teotihuacan, which at the
time was one of the largest urban centers in the
world. The first millennium c.k. saw the flowering
of the remarkable civilization of the Mayas in the




Yucatan region. The Mayans built large cities with
immense pyramids and achieved considerable skills
in mathematics and astronomy.

The first great interregional civilization in
"Andean South America, that of Chavin, emerged
during the first millennium B.C.E. Regional cultures
of the succeeding Early Intermediate Period
- (100~600 c..) included the Nazca on the south
~coast of Peru and the Moche on the north coast.
- The Huari-Tiahuanco culture again imposed inter-
rregional conformity during the Middle Horizon
- (600-1000). In the Late Intermediate Period, the
¢ Chimu Empire (800-1400) dominated the valleys of
* the Peruvian north coast. These early Andean soci-
 eties built major ceremonial centers throughout the
f;Andes, constructed elaborate irrigation systems,
. canals, and highways, and created exquisite pottery,
* textiles, and metalwork.

At the time of the arrival of the first Spanish

- explorers, the Aztec Empire dominated Mesoamer-

ica and the Inca Empire dominated Andean South

America. (See Map 10-3.] Both were very rich, and

their conquest promised the Spanish the possibil-
ity of acquiring large quantities of gold.

THE AzTecs IN Mexico The forebears of the
Aztecs had arrived in the Valley of Mexico early in
the twelfth century, where they lived as a sub-
servient people. In 1428, under the leadership of
Chief Itzcoatl, they rebelled against their rulers.
That rebellion opened a period of Aztec conquest
that reached its climax just after 1500. Their capi-
tal, Tenochtitlan (modern-day Mexico City), was
located on an island in the center of a lake. By the
time the Spanish conquerors arrived, the Aztecs
governed many smaller tribes harshly, forcing labor
and tribute from them. Believing that the gods must
literally be fed with human bodies to guarantee con-
tinuing sunshine and soil fertility, the Aztecs also
demanded and received thousands of captives each
year to be sacrificed to their gods. Such policies left
the Aztecs surrounded by terrorized tribes that felt
no loyalty to them and longed for a liberator.

In 1519, Hernan Cortés landed on the coast of
Mexico with a force of about 600 men. He opened
communication with tribes nearby and then with
Montezuma, the Aztec ruler. Montezuma initially
believed Cortés to be a god. Aztec religion con-
tained the legend of a priest named Quetzalcoatl
who had been driven away four centuries earlier and
had prondised to return in the very year in which
Cortés arrived. Montezuma initially attempted to

appease Cortés with gifts of gold. The Indians had
recently been ravaged by epidemic diseases of Euro-
pean origin, principally smallpox, and were in no
position to oppose him. After several weeks of nego-
tiations and the forging of alliances with subject
tribes, Cortés’s forces marched on Tenochtitlan,
conquered it, and imprisoned Montezuma, who
later died under unexplained circumstances. The
Aztecs tried to drive the Spanish out, but by late
1521 they were defeated after great loss of life.
Cortés proclaimed the former Aztec Empire to be
New Spain.

THE INcas v PERU  The second great Native Amer-
ican civilization conquered by the Spanish was that
of the Incas, located in the highlands of Peru. Like
the Aztecs, they had conquered many neighboring
states and tribes and by the early sixteenth century
ruled harshly over several million subject people,
whom they compelled to build their roads and
cities, farm their lands, and fight their wars.

In 1531, largely inspired by Cortés's example in
Mexico, Francisco Pizarro sailed from Panama and
landed on the western coast of South America to
undertake a campaign against the Inca Empire. His
force included perhaps 200 men armed with guns
and swords and equipped with horses, the military
power of which the Incas did not fathom.

In late 1531, Pizarro lured the Inca chief
Atahualpa into a conference, where he captured
him and killed many of his followers. Atahualpa
attempted to ransom himself by having a vast horde
of gold transported from all over Peru to Pizarro.
Discovering that he could not turn Atahualpa into
a puppet ruler, Pizarro executed him in 1533, Divi-
sion within the ranks of the Spanish conquerors
prevented effective royal control of the sprawling
Inca civilization until the late 1560s.

The conquests of Mexico and Peru stand among
the most brutal episodes in modern Western his-
tory. One civilization armed with advanced
weaponry subdued, in a remarkably brief time, two
powerful peoples. Beyond the drama and bloodshed,
these conquests made it very difficult for these
Native American cultures to have a major impact
on Western civilization. Some scholars believe,
however, that the Iroquois tribes of North America
set examples of freedom of speech, assembly, and
religion that may have influenced the framers of the
American Constitution.

The Spanish and the Native Americans made
some accommodations to each other, but in the end
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European values, religion, economic goals, and lan-
guage dominated. No group that retained indige-
nous religion, language, or values could become part
of the new dominant culture or of the political
power elite. In that sense, the Spanish conquests of
the early sixteenth century marked the beginning of
the process whereby South America was trans-
formed into Latin America.

The Economy of Exploitation

From the beginning, the native peoples of America
and their lands were drawn into the Atlantic econ-
omy and the world of competitive European com-
mercialism. For the Indians of Latin America and
somewhat later the blacks of Africa, that drive for
gain meant various arrangements of forced labor.

There were three major components in the colo-
nial economy of Latin America: mining, agriculture,
and shipping. Each of them involved either labor or
servitude or a relationship of dependence of the
New World economy on that of Spain.

Mining  The early conquistadores, or “con-
querors,” were primarily interested in gold, but by
the middle of the sixteenth century, silver mining
provided the chief source of metallic wealth. The
great mining centers were Potosi in Peru and some-
what smaller sites in northern Mexico. The Span-
ish crown was particularly interested in mining
because it received one-fifth (the guinto) of all
mining revenues. For this reason, the crown main-
tained a monopoly over the production and sale of
mercury, required in the silver-mining process.
Exploring for silver never lost predominance during
the colonial era. Its production by forced labor for
the benefit of Spaniards and the Spanish crown epit-
omized the wholly extractive economy that stood at
the foundation of colonial life.

AcricULTURE The major rural and agricultural
institution of the Spanish colonies was the haci-
enda. This was a large landed estate owned by per-
sons originally born in Spain (peninsulares) or per-
sons of Spanish descent born in America {creoles).
Laborers on the hacienda usually stood in some
relation of formal servitude to the owner and were
rarely free to move from the services of one
landowner to another.

The hacienda economy produced two major
products: fdedstuffs for mining areas and urban cen-
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A sixteenth-century Aztec drawing depicts the Spanish
conquest of Mexico. [The Bettmann Archive]

ters and leather goods used in mining machinery.
Both farming and ranching were subordinate to the
mine economy.

In the West Indies, the basic agricultural unit was
the plantation. In Cuba, Hispaniola, Puerto Rico,
and other islands, the labor of black slaves from
Africa produced sugar to supply an almost insa-
tiable demand for the product in Europe.

A final major area of economic activity in the
Spanish colonies was urban service occupations.
These included government offices, the legal pro-
fession, and shipping. Their practitioners were
either peninsulares or creoles, with the former dom-
inating more often than not.

LaBor ServiTupe All of this extractive and
exploitive economic activity required labor, and the
Spanish in the New World decided very early that
the native population would supply that labor. A
series of social devices was used to draw them into
the new economic life imposed by the Spanish.
The first of these was the encomienda. This was
a formal grant of the right to the labor of a specific
number of Indians, usually a few hundred, but
sometimes thousands, for a particular period of
time. The institution stood in decline by the middle
of the sixteenth century because the Spanish mon-
archs feared that the holders of encomienda might
become a powerful independent nobility in the
New World. They were also persuaded on humani-




tarian grounds against this particular kind of
exploitation of the Indians.

The passing of the encomienda led to a new
arrangement of labor servitude, the repartimiento.
This device required adult male Indians to devote a
certain number of days of labor annually to Spanish
economic enterprises. In the mines of Peru, the
repartimiento was known as the mita, the Inca
term for their labor tax. Repartimiento service was
often extremely harsh, and in some cases Indians
did not survive their stint. The limitation of labor

-time led some Spanish managers to abuse their
workers on the assumption that fresh workers
would soon be appearing on the scene.

The eventual shortage of workers and the
crown’s pressure against extreme versions of forced
labor led to the use of free labor. The freedom, how-
ever, was more in appearance than reality. Free
Indian laborers were required to purchase goods
from the land or mine owner, to whom they
became forever indebted. This form of exploitation,
known as debt peonage, continued in Latin Amer-
ica long after the nineteenth-century wars of liber-
ation.

Black slavery was the final mode of forced or sub-
servient labor in the New World. Both the Spanish
and the Portuguese had earlier used African slaves
in Europe. The sugar plantations of the West Indies
now became the major center of black slavery.

The conquest, the forced labor of the economy
of exploitation, and the introduction of European
diseases had devastating demographic consequences
for the Native American population. For centuries
Europeans had lived in a far more complex human
and animal environment than Native Americans.
They had frequent contact with different ethnic and
racial groups and with a variety of domestic ani-
mals. Such interaction helped them develop strong
immune systems that enabled them to survive the
ravages of measles, smallpox, and typhoid. Native
Americans, by contrast, grew up in a simpler and
more sterile environment and were completely
defenseless against these diseases. Within a gener-
ation the native population of New Spain (Mexico)
was reduced to an estimated 8 percent of its num-
bers, from 25,000,000 to 2,000,000.

The Impact on Europe

The influx of spices and precious metals into
Europe fropn the new Spanish Empire was a mixed
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blessing. It contributed to a steady rise in prices
during the sixteenth century that created an infla-
tion rate estimated at 2 percent a year. The new
supply of bullion from the Americas joined with
enlarged European production to increase greatly
the amount of coinage in circulation, and this
increase in turn fed inflation. Fortunately, the
increase in prices was by and large spread over a
long period and was not sudden. Prices doubled in
Spain by mid-century, quadrupled by 1600. In
Luther’s Wittenberg, the cost of basic food and
clothing increased almost 100 percent between
1519 and 1540. Generally wages and rents remained
well behind the rise in prices.

The new wealth enabled governments and private
entrepreneurs to sponsor basic research and expan-
sion in the printing, shipping, mining, textile, and
weapons industries. There is also evidence of large-
scale government planning in such ventures as the
French silk industry and the Habsburg-Fugger devel-
opment of mines in Austria and Hungary.

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries capi-
talist institutions and practices had already begun
to develop in the rich Italian cities (one may point
to the activities of the Florentine banking houses
of Bardi and Peruzzi). Those who owned the means
of production, either privately or corporately, were
clearly distinguished from the workers who oper-
ated them. Wherever possible, entrepreneurs cre-
ated monopolies in basic goods. High interest was
charged on loans—actual, if not legal, usury. And
the “capitalist” virtues of thrift, industry, and
orderly planning were everywhere in evidence—all
intended to permit the free and efficient accumula-
tion of wealth.

The late fifteenth and the sixteenth centuries
saw the maturation of this type of capitalism
together with its attendant social problems. The
Medicis of Florence grew very rich as bankers of the
pope, as did the Fuggers of Augsburg, who
bankrolled Habsburg rulers. The Fuggers lent
Charles I of Spain more than 500,000 florins to buy
his election as Holy Roman Emperor in 1519, and
boasted that they had created the emperor. The new
wealth and industrial expansion also raised the
expectations of the poor and the ambitious and
heightened the reactionary tendencies of the
wealthy. This effect, in turn, aggravated the tradi-
tional social divisions between the clergy and the
laity, the urban patriciate and the guilds, and the
landed nobility and the agrarian peasantry.




what constitutes a “savage.”

,;Now to return to my subject, I think there is
;nothing barbarous and savage in that nation
: [Brazil], from what I have been told . . . . Each man
“calls barbarism whatever is not his own practice;
“for indeed it seems we have no other test of truth
“and reason than the example and pattern of the
" opinions and customs of the country we live in.
‘There [we] always [find] the perfect religion, the
- perfect government, the perfect and accomplished
" manners in all things. Those [foreign] people are
wild, just as we call wild the fruits that Nature
has produced by herself and in her normal course;
where really it is those that we have changed arti-
ficially and led astray from the common order
that we should rather call wild. The former retain
alive and vigorous their genuine virtues and prop-
erties, which we have debased in the latter by
adapting them to gratify our corrupted taste. And
yet for all that, the savor and delicacy of some
uncultivated fruits of those countries is quite as
excellent, even to our taste, as that of our own. It
is not reasonable that [our human] art should win
the place of honor over our great and powerful
mother Nature. We have so overloaded the beauty
and richness of her works by our inventions that

Montaigne on “Cannibals” in Foreign Lands

The.French philosopher Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592) had seen a Brazil-
ian native in Rouen in 1562, an alleged cannibal brought to France by the
explorer Villegagnon. The experience gave rise to an essay on the subject of
Montaigne concluded that no people on earth
were more barbarous than Europeans who take natives of other lands captive.

+ Is Montaigne romanticizing New World natives? Is he being too hard on
Europeans? Had the Aztecs or Incas had the ability to discover and occupy
Europe, would they have enslaved and exploited Europeans!

we have quite smothered her. Yet wherever her
purity shines forth, she wonderfully puts to
shame our vain and frivolous attempts: “Ivy
comes readier without our care;/In lonely caves
the arbutus grows more fair;/No art with artless
bird song can compare.”! All our efforts cannot
even succeed in reproducing the nest of the tini-
est little bird, its contexture, its beauty and con-
venience; or even the web of the puny spider. All
things, says Plato,? are produced by nature, by: for-
tune, or by art; the greatest and most beau i ul by

most imperfect by the last. :
These nations, then, seem to me-',

little by the human mind, and are stlll very. close
to their original naturalness. The laws of nature
still rule them, very little corrupted by ours; and
they are in such a state of purity that ] am some-
times vexed that they were unknown earlier, in
the days when there were men able to judge them
better than we.

1Propertius, 1.11.10
2Laws, 10

The Complete Essays of Montaigne, trans. by Donald M. Frame (Stanford: Stanford University

Press, 1958}, pp. 153-154.

These divisions may indirectly have prepared the
way for the Reformation as well by making many
people critical of traditional institutions and open
to new ideas—especially those that seemed to
promise greater freedom and a chance at a better
life. £

+

As it recovered from national wars during the late
Middle Ages, Europe saw the establishment of pez-
manent centralized states and regional govern-
ments. The foundations of modern France, Spain,
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England, Germany, and Italy were laid at this
time. As rulers imposed their will on regions out-
side their immediate domains, the “one” progres-
sively took control of the “many,” and previously
divided lands came together as nations.

Thanks to the work of Byzantine and Islamic
scholars, ancient Greek science and scholarship
found their way into the West in these centuries.
Europeans had been separated from their classical
cultural heritage for almost eight centuries. No
other world civilization had experienced such a
disjunction from its cultural past. The discovery of
classical civilization occasioned a rebirth of intel-
lectual and artistic activity in both southern and
northern Europe. One result was the splendor of
the Italian Renaissance, whose scholarship, paint-
ing, and sculpture remain among western Europe’s
most impressive achievements.

Ancient learning was not the only discovery of
the era. New political unity spurred both royal
greed and national ambition. By the late fifteenth
century, Europeans were in a position to venture
far away to the shores of Africa, the southern and
eastern coasts of Asia, and to the New World of the
Americas. European discovery was not the only
outcome of these voyages; the exploitation of the
peoples and lands of the New World revealed a
dark side of Western civilization. Some penalties
were paid even then. The influx of New World gold
and silver created new human and economic prob-
lems on the European mainland. In some circles
Furopeans even began to question their civiliza-
tion’s traditional values.

Review Questions

1. Discuss Jacob Burkhardt’s interpretation of the
Renaissance. What criticisms have been leveled
against it? How would you define the term
Renaissance in the context of fifteenth- and six-
teenth-century Italy?

2. How would you define Renaissance humanism?
In what ways was the Renaissance a break with
the Middle Ages, and in what ways did it owe its
existence to medieval civilization?

3. Who were some of the famous literary and artis-
tic figures of the Italian Renaissance? What did
they have in common that might be described
as “the spirit of the Renaissance”?

4. Why did the French invade Italy in 14947 How
did fhis event trigger Italy’s political decline?
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How do the actions of Pope Julius I% and the
ideas of Niccold Machiavelli signify a new era
in Italian civilization?

5. A common assumption is that creative work
proceeds best in periods of calm and peace.
Given the combination of political instability
and cultural productivity in Renaissance Italy,
do you think this assumption is valid?

6. How did the Renaissance in the north differ from
the Italian Renaissance? In what ways was Eras-
mus the embodiment of the northern Renais-
sance? '

7. What factors led to the voyages of discovery?
How did the Spanish establish their empire in
the Americas? Why was the conquest so violent?
What was the experience of native peoples
during and after the conquest!?
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A Letter to Boccaccio: Literary Humanism
Francesco Petrarch

Literary humanism, a movement to revive Classical literature
and the values expressed in Classical writings, was central to
the early Renaissance. This trend, which originated in north-
e ltaly during the fourteenth century, represented a broad-
ening in focus from otherworldly concerns and people as
religious beings, which was typical of the Middle Ages, to in-
clude the problems of people and nature in this world. The in-
dividual most commonly associated with it and perhaps most
responsible for its spread was the Florentine Francesco Pe.
trarch (1304—1374). Best known for his love sonnets to3
Laura, he dlso collected and translated many Classical works
and wrote numerous letters—often extolling the Classical au-
thors and even writing in their style. In the following selection
from a 1362 letter to his friend Boccaccio, Petrarch offered

reassurance and responded to charges typically made against
" humanistic learning.

Consiper: The nature of the charges Petrarch is refuting;
how Petrarch related humanism to religion; Petrarch’s per-
ception of the benefits of literary humanism.

Neither exhortations to virtue nor the argument of ap-
proaching death should divert us from literature; for in a
good mind it excites the love of virtue, and digsipates, or
at least diminishes, the fear of death. To desert our stud-

.

ies shows want of self-confidence rather than wisdom,
for letters do not hinder but aid the properly constituted
mind which possesses them; they facilitate our life, they
do not retard it. Just as many kinds of food which lie
heavy on an enfeebled and nauseated stomach furnish
excellent nourishment for one who is well but famish-
ing, 50 in our studies many things which are deadly to
the weak mind may prove most salutary to an acute and
healthy intellect, especially if in our use of both food and
learning we exercise proper discretion. If it were other-
wise, surely the zeal of certain persons who persevered to
the end could not have roused such admiration. Cato, [
never forget, acquainted himself with Latin literature as
he was growing old, and Greek when he had really be-
come an old man. Varro, who reached his hundredth
year still reading and writing, parted from life sooner
than from his love of study. Livius Drusus, although
weakened by age and afflicted with blindness, did not
give up his interpretation of the civil law, which he car-
ried on to the great advantage of the state. - ;
Besides these and innumerable others like them, have
not all those of our own religion whom we should wish

Source: James Harvey Robinson and Henry Winchester Rolfe, Petrarch:
The First Modern Scholar and Man of Letters (New York: Haskell House,
1898), pp. 391-395.
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most to imitate devoted their whole lives to literature,
and grown old and died in the same pursuit? Some, in-
deed, were overtaken by death while still at work read-
ing or writing. To none of them, so far as I know, did it
prove a disadvantage to be noted for secular learning. . . .

While I know that many have become famous for
piety without learning, at the same time I know of no
one who has been prevented by literature from following
the path of holiness. The apostle Paul was, to be sure, ac-
cused of having his head turned by study, but the world
has long ago passed its verdict upon this accusation. If I
may be allowed to speak for myself, it seems to me that,
although the path to virtue by the way of ignorance may
be plain, it fosters sloth. The goal of all good people is
the same, but the ways of reaching it are many and vari-
ous. Some advance slowly, others with more spirit; some
obscurely, others again conspicuously. One takes a lower,
another a higher path. Although all alike are on the
road to happiness, certainly the more elevated path is
the more glorious. Hence ignorance, however devout, is
by no means to be put on a plane with the enlightened
devoutness of one familiar with literature. Nor can you
pick me out from the whole array of unlettered saints, an
example so holy that [ cannot match it with a still holier
one from the other group.

On the Liberal Arts
Peter Paul Vergerio

Closely associated with the rise of literary humanism was a
new emphasis on the more broadly defined “liberal arts.”
This emphasis was manifested in a new concern with educa-
tion; a change in educational curriculum constituted an insti-
tutional development that was enduring and that had
wide-ranging effects. The first to express this emphasis sys-
tematically in an educational program was Peter Paul Verge-
rio (1370-1444). He taught in several Italian universities,
and in his main treatise, On the Liberal Arts, he rejdcted
much of the content and methods of medieval education.
Vergerio presents his views on the growing importance of the
liberal arts in the following selection from a letter written to
Ubertinus of Carrara.

CoONSIDER: What is particularly humanistic rather than
scholastic or medieval about this view; how Vergerio justifies

Source: From William Harrison Woodward, Vittorino da Feltre and Other
Humanist Educators (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press;
New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia
University, 1963), pp. 96-97, 106-107. Reprinted by prmission.

his choice of the three subjects in this proposed curriculum;
what Petrarch might think of this letter.

Your grandfather, Francesco I, a man distinguished for
his capacity in affairs and for his sound judgment, was in
the habit of saying that a parent owes three duties to his
children. The first of these is to bestow upon them
names of which they need not feel ashamed. For not sel-
dom, out of caprice, or even indifference, or perhaps
from a wish to perpetuate a family name, a father in
naming his child inflicts upon him a misfortune which
clings to him for life. The second obligation is this:
to provide that his child be brought up in a city of dis-
tinction, for this not only concerns his future self-
respect, but is closely connected with the third and most
important care which is due from father to son. This
is the duty of seeing that he be trained in sound learn-
ing. For no wealth, no possible security against the fu-
ture, can be compared with the gift of an education in
grave and liberal studies. By them a man may win dis-
tinction for the most modest name, and bring honour to
the city of his birth however obscure it may be. But we
must remember that whilst a man may escape from the
burden of an unlucky name, or from the contempt at-
taching to a city of no repute, by changing the one or
quitting the other, he can never remedy the neglect of
early education. The foundation, therefore, of this last
must be laid in the first years of life, the disposition
moulded whilst it is susceptible and the mind tramed
whilst it is retentive.

This duty, common indeed to all parents, is specially
incumbent upon such as hold high station. For the lives
of men of position are passed, as it were, in public view;
and are fairly expected to serve as witness to personal
merit and capacity on the part of those who occupy such
exceptional place amongst their fellow men. .

We come now to the consideration of the various sub-
jects which may rightly be included under the name of
‘Liberal Studies.” Amongst these I accord the first place to
History, on grounds both of its attractiveness and of its
utility, qualities which appeal equally to the scholar and to
the statesman. Next in importance ranks Moral Philoso-
phy, which indeed is, in a peculiar sense, a ‘Liberal Art,’ in
that its purpose is to teach men the secret of true freedom.
History, then, gives us the concrete examples of the pre-
cepts inculcated by philosophy. The one shews what men
should do, the other what men have said and done in the
past, and what practical lessons we may draw therefrom
for the present day. I would indicate as the third main
branch of study, Eloquence, which indeed holds a place of
distinction amongst the refined Arts. By philosophy we
learn the essential truth of things, which by eloquence we



so exhibit in orderly adornment as to bring conviction to
differing minds. And history provides the light of experi-
ence—cumulative wisdom fit to supplement the force of
reason and the persuasion of eloquence. For we allow that
soundness of judgment, wisdom of speech, integrity of
conduct are the marks of a truly liberal temper.

The City of Ladies
Christine de Pizan

Most of the great cultural figures of the Renaissance were
men. Nevertheless, some women were able .to produce
works, achieve recognition, and defend women against male
detractors. The most famous of these was Christine de Pizan
(13632=14312). Born in Venice, she moved with her family
to Paris, where her father became a physician and astrologer
at the French royal court. Unusually well educated, she
wrote several poems and books, the most widely read of
which was The City of Ladies (1405). In the following ex-
cerpt Christine de Pizan questions an allegorical figure repre-
senting Lady Reason about women’s political and educational
abilities and about men’s low opinions of women.

CONSIDER: What the common assumptions and arguments
about women are; how Christine de Pizan attacks those as-
sumptions and arguments; ways in which her writing embod-
ies traits of the Renaissance.

35. Against those who claim that women aren’t intelligent
enough to learn the law.

Even though God has often endowed many women
with great intelligence, it would not be right for them to
abandon their customary modesty and to go about bring-
ing cases before a court, as there are already enough men
to do so. Why send three men to carry a burden which
two can manage quite comfortably?

‘However, if there are those who maintain that
wormen aren’t intelligent enough to learn the law, | wquld
contradict them by citing numerous examples of women
of both the past and the present who were great philoso-
phets and who excelled in many disciplines which are
much more difficult than simply learning the laws and

the statutes of men. I'll tell you more about these women -

in a momerit. Moreover, in reply to those who think that
women are lacking in the ability to govern wisely or to
establish good customs, I'll give you examples fiom his-
tory of several worthy ladies who mastered these arts. To

Sounce: Excerpts from The Book of the City of Ladlies by Christine de
Pizan, translated by Rosalind Brown-Grant (New York: Penguin Putnam,
Inc., 1999) pp. 29, 30, 139-141.
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give you a better idea of what I'm saying, I'll even cite
you a few women from your own time who were widowed
and whose competence in organizing and managing their
households after their husbands’ deaths attests to the fact
that an intelligent woman can succeed in any domain.’

T

36. Against those men who claim it is not good for women

o be educated.

After hearing these words, I, Christine, said, ‘My lady, I
can clearly see that much good has been brought into
the world by women. Even if some wicked women have
done evil things, it still seems to me that this is far out-
weighed by all the good that other women have done
and continue to do. This is particularly true of those who
are wise and well educated in either the arts or the sci-
ences, whom we mentioned before. That's why I'm all
the more amazed at the opinion of some men who state
that they are completely opposed to their daughters,
wives or other female relatives engaging in study, for fear
that their morals will be corrupted.’

Rectitude replied, ‘This should prove to you that not
all men’s arguments are based on reason, and that these
men in particular are wrong. There are absolutely no
grounds for assuming that knowledge of moral disci-
plines, which actually inculcate virtue, would have a
morally corrupting effect. Indeed, there’s no doubt what-
soever that such forms of knowledge correct one’s vices

 and improve one’s morals. How could anyone possibly

think that by studying good lessons and advice one will
be any the worse for it? This view is completely un-
thinkable and untenable. I'm not saying that it’s a good
idea for men or women to study sorcery or any other type
of forbidden science, since the Holy Church did not ban
people from practising them for nothing. However, it's
just that it’s not true to say that women will be corrupted
by knowing what's right and proper. . . .

‘Therefore, it is not all men, especially not the most
intelligent, who agree with the view that it is a bad idea
to educate women. However, it’s true that those who are
not very clever come out with this opinion because they
don’t want women to know more than they do. Your
own father, who was a great astrologer and philosopher,
did not believe that knowledge of the sciences reduced a
woman’s worth. Indeed, as you know, it gave him great
pleasure to see you take so readily to studying the arts.
Rather, it was because your mother, as a woman, held
the view that you should spend your time spinning like
the other girls, that you did not receive a more advanced
ot detailed initiation into the sciences. But, as that
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proverb which we've already had occasion to quote says,
“What is in our nature cannot be taken away.” Despite
your mother’s opposition, you did manage to glean some
grains of knowledge from your studies, thanks to your
own natural inclination for learning. It’s obvious to me
that you do not esteem yourself any less for having this
knowledge: in fact, you seem to treasure it, and quite
rightly so.’

The Prince
Niccolo Machiavelli

The Italian Renaissance developed in an environment in which
politics took on an increasingly competitive, secular tone.
Within each Italian state, parties fought for power while at
the same time the states fought each other for dominance or
advantage. After 1492, Italy was invaded numerous times by
Spain, France, and the Holy Roman Empire. These develop-
ments are reflected in the life and work of the great Renaissance
political theorist Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527).

Born in Florence when it was under the rule of the Medicis,
Machiavelli initiated his career in the Florentine ciuvil service in
1498 during the period when the Medicis were out of power,
replaced by a republican government. He rose to important
diplomatic; posts within the government, but was forced into re-
tirement when the Medici family came back to power in 1512.

He never gave up hope of returning to favor, and he wrote his

most famous work, The Prince (1513), in part as an appli-
cation to the Medici rulers for a job in the Florentine govern-
ment. The book has since become a classic treatise in political
theory, above dll for the way that it divorces politics from theol-
ogy and metaphysics. The following selections from The Prince
illustrate its style and some of its main themes.

CONSIDER: The ways in which this work reflects values or
practices typical of the Renaissance; how these same princi-
ples might be applied to twentieth-century politics.

[t now remains to be seen what are the methods and
rules for a prince as regards to his subjects and friends.
And as ] know that many have written of this, I fear that
my writing about it may be deemed presumptuous, dif-
fering as I do, especially in this matter, from the opinions
of others. But my intention being to write something of
use to those who understand, it appears to me more
proper to go to the real truth of the matter than to its
imagination; and many have imagined republics and
principalities which have never been seen or known to

Source: From The Prince and the Discourses by Niccolo Machiavelli,
translated by Luigi Ricci and revised by E. R. P. Vincent (1935), pp. 56,
6566, by permission of Oxford University Press.

exist in reality; for how we live is so far removed from
how we ought to live, that he who abandons what is
done for what ought to be done, will rather learn to
bring about his own ruin than his preservation. A man
who wishes to make a profession of goodness in every-
thing must necessarily come to grief among so many who
are not good. Therefore it is necessary for a prince, who
wishes to maintain himself, to learn how not to be good,
and to use this knowledge and not use it, according to
the necessity of the case. . . .

It is not, therefore, necessary for a prince to have all
the above-named qualities, but it is.very necessary to
seem to have them. I would even be bold to say that to
possess them and always to observe them is dangerous,
but to appear to possess them is useful. Thus it is well to
seem merciful, faithful, humane, sincere, religious, and
also to be so; but you must have the mind so disposed
that when it is needful to be otherwise you may be able
to change to the opposite qualities. And it must be un-
derstood that a prince, and especially a new prince, can-
not observe all those things which are considered good
in men, being often obliged, in order to maintain the
state, to act against faith, against charity, against hu-
manity, and against religion. And, therefore, he must
have a mind disposed to adapt itself according to the
wind, and as the variations of fortune dictate, and, as I
said before, not deviate from what is good, if possible,
but be able to do evil if constrained.

A prince must take great care that nothing goes out of
his mouth which is not full of the above-named five
qualities, and, to see and hear him, he should seem to be
all mercy, faith, integrity, humanity, and religion. And
nothing is more necessary than to seem to have this last
quality, for men in general judge more by the eyes than
by the hands, for every one can see, but very few have to
feel. Everybody sees what you appear to be, few feel what
you are, and those few will not dare to oppose them-
selves to the many, who have the majesty of the state to
defend them; and in the actions of men, and especially
of princes, from which there is no appeal, the end justi-
fies the means. Let a prince therefore aim at conquering
and maintaining the state, and the means will always be
judged honourable and praised by every one, for the vul-
gar is always taken by appearances and the issue of the
event; and the world consists only of the vulgar, and the
few who are not vulgar are isolated when the many have
a rallying point in the prince.

Source: Baldesar Castiglione, The Book of the Courtier, trans. by
Charles S. Singleton. New York: Doubleday, 1959, pp. 28-30, 32-34,
70, 206.



The Book of the Courtier
Baldesar Castiglione

In the Italian states, the most prestigious life took place in the
courts of rulers. While Machiavelli wrote about methods and
 tules for the successful prince, others described the qualities
necessary for men or women hoping to rise or maintain their
position in court life. The most famous of these writers was
the Italian diplomat Baldesar Castiglione (1478—15 29), who
wrote The Book of the Courtier while a member of the
Duke of Utbino’s court. In the following excerp, Castiglione
describes first, the best qualities of the courtier—the ideal
“Renaissance man”—and second, the virtues and actions
. best suited to women of the court.

Consiper: Why Castiglione considers noble birth impor-
tant; what talents Castiglione thinks are most important for
the courtier's success; how a woman’s path to success at court
differs from a man’s.

“Thus, I would have our Courtier born of a noble and
genteel family; because it is far less becoming for one
of low birth to fail to do virtuous things than for one of
noble birth, who, should he stray from the path of his
forebears, stains the family name, and not only fails to
achieve anything but loses what has been achieved al-
ready. For noble birth is like a bright lamp that makes
manifest and visible deeds both good and bad, kindling
and spurring on to virtue as much for fear of dishonor as
for hope of praise. . . .

Besides his noble birth, I would wish the Courtier fa-
vored in this other respect, and endowed by nature not
only with talent and with beauty of countenance and
person, but with that certain grace which we call an ‘air,’
which shall make him at first sight pleasing and lovable
to all who see him; and let this be an adornment inform-
ing and attending all his actions, giving the promise out-
wardly that such a one is worthy of the company and the
favor of every great lord.”. . . .

“But to come to some particulars: | hold that the
principal and true profession of the Courtier must be
that of arms . . . which I wish him to exercise with vigor;
and let him be known among the others as bold, ener-
getic, and faithful to whomever he setves. .". . The more
our Courtier excels in this art, the more will he merit
praise; although I do not deem it necessary that he have
the perfect knowledge of things and other qualities that
befit a commander, for since this would launch us on too
great a sea, we shall be satisfied, as we have said, if he
have complete loyalty and an undaunted spirit, and be
always seen to have them. . . .

Therefore, let the man we are seeking be exceedingly
fierce, harsh, and always among the first, wherever the
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enemy is; and in every other place, humane, modest, re-
served, avoiding ostentation above all things as well as
that impudent praise of himself by which a man always
arouses hatred and disgust in all who hear him.”

“I'would have him more than passably learned in let-
ters, at least in those studies which we call the humanities.
Let him be conversant not only with the Latin language,
but with Greek as well, because of the abundance and va-
riety of things that are so divinely written therein. Let
him be versed in the poets, as well as in the orators and
historians, and let him be practiced also in writing verse
and prose, especially in our own vernacular; for, besides
the personal satisfaction he will take in this, in this way
he will never want for pleasant entertainment with the
ladies, who are usually fond of such things. . . . These stud-
ies, moreover, will make him fluent, and (as Aristippus
said to the tyrant) bold and self-confident in speaking
with everyone. However, [ would have our Courtier keep
one precept firmly in mind, namely, in this as in every-
thing else, to be cautious and reserved rather than for-
ward, and take care not to get the mistaken notion that
he knows something he does not know.”

a4

I think that in her ways, manners, words, gestures,
and bearing, a woman ought to be very unlike a man; for
just as he must show a certain solid and sturdy manli-
ness, so it is seemly for a woman to have a soft and deli-
cate tendemness, with an air of womanly sweetness in her
every movement, which, in her going and staying, and
in whatever she says, shall always make her appear the
woman without any resemblance to a man.

“Now, if this precept be added to the rules which
these gentlemen have taught the Courtier, then I think
she ought to be able to follow many such and adorn her-
self with the best accomplishments, as signor Gasparo
says. For L hold that many virtues of the mind are as nec-
essary to a woman as to a man; also, gentle birth; to
avoid affectation, to be naturally graceful in all her ac-
tions, to be mannerly, clever, prudent; not arrogant, not
envious, not slanderous, not vain, not contentious, not
inept, to know how to gain and hold the favor of her
mistress and of all others, to perform well and gracefully
the exercises that are suitable for women. And I do -
think that beauty is more necessary to her than to the
Courtier, for truly that woman lacks much who lacks
beauty. Also she must be more circumspect, and more
careful not to give occasion for evil being said of her, and
conduct herself so that she may not only escape being
sullied by guilt but even by the suspicion of it, for a
womgn has not so many ways of defending herself
against false calumnies as a man has.”

.



The Civilization of the Renaissance
in ltaly
Jacob Burckhardt

Modern interpretations of the Renais'sance almost uniformly
start with the Swiss historian Jacob Burckharde’s The Civi-
lization of the Renaissance in ltaly, firse published in

Source: Jacob Burckhardt, The Civilization of the Renaissance in ftaly,
trans. S. G. C. Middlemore (Londqn: George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.; New
York: The Macmilfan Co., 1890), p. 129.

1860. Burckhardt rejected a ch"ronological approach and pic-

tured the Italian Renaissance of the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries as a whole, strikingly distinct from the preceding
Middle Ages and clearly a superior civilization. Until the
1920s, historians almost unanimously accepted his interpre-
tation. After that time various aspects of his thesis were at-
tacked, particularly by medievalists. In recent decades,
however, Burckhardt’s work has gained new respectability, at
‘least as an idealized cultural history of the Italian Renais-
stmce. In any case, dall historians who approach this topic
must deal with Burckhardt's argument, some of the central
points of which appear in the following excerpt.
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CONSIDER: What most distinguishes the Italian Renaissance
from the preceding Middle Ages according to Burckhard;
any support the primary documents might provide for this
argument; how a proud medievalist might respond to this
argument.

In the Middle Ages both sides of human conscious-
ness—that which was turned within as that which was
turned without—Ilay dreaming or half awake beneath a
common veil. The veil was woven of faith, illusion, and
childish prepossession, through which the world and his-
tory were seen clad in strange hues. Man was conscious
of himself only as a member of a race, people, party, fam-
ily, or corporation—only through some general category.
In Italy this veil first melted into air; an objective treat-
ment and consideration of the state and of all the things
of this world became possible. The subjective side at the
same time asserted itself with corresponding emphasis;
man became a spiritual individual, and recognised him-
self as such. In the same way the Greek had once distin-
guished himself from the barbarian, and the Arabian had
felt himself an individual at a time when other Asiatics
knew themselves only as members of a race. . . .

In far earlier times we can here and there detect a de-
velopment of free personality which in Northemn Europe
either did not occur at all, or could not display itself in
the same manner. . . . But at the close of the thirteenth
century Italy began to swarm with individuality; the
charm laid upon human personality was dissolved; and a
thousand figures meet us each in its own special shape
and dress. Dante’s great poem would have been impossi-
ble in any other country of Europe, if only for the reason
that they all still lay under the spell of race. For [taly the
august poet, through the wealth of individuality which
he set forth, was the most national herald of his time.
But this unfolding of the treasures of human nature in
literature and art—this many-sided representation and
criticism—will be discussed in separate chapters; here we
have to deal only with the psychological fact itself.AThis
fact appears in the most decisive and unmistakable form.
The Italians of the fourteenth century knew little of false
modesty or of hypocrisy in any shape; not one of them
was afraid of singularity, of being and seeming unlike
his neighbours.

The Myth of the Renaissance
Peter Burke

Many historians attacked Burckhardt's interpretation and the
legacy built up around it. These historians argued that Bur-
ckharde overemphasized how modern the Rengissance was

They stressed how much the Renaissance, even in Italy, was
still part of the medieval world. Other historians have re-

sponded that criticisms of Burckharde go too far. In the fol-
lowing selection Peter Burke criticizes Burckharde's idea
of the Renaissance as a myth and describes the main objec-
tions to it.

CONsIDER: Why, according to Burke, Burckharde's idea of
the Renaissance is a myth; how a supporter of Burckharde
might respond; whether the sources give greater support to
Burckhardt’s or Burke’s interpretation.

Jacob Burckhardt defined the period in terms of two
concepts, ‘individualism’ and ‘modernity’. ‘In the Middle
Ages’, according to Burckhardt, ‘human conscious-
ness . .. lay dreaming or half awake beneath a common
veil. ... Man was conscious of himself only as a member
of a race, people, party, family, or corporation—only
through some general category.” In Renaissance [ealy,
however, ‘this veil first melted into air . . . man became
a spiritual individual, and recognised himself as such’.
Renaissance meant modernity. The Italian was, Burck-
harde wrote, ‘the first-born among the sons of modern
Europe’. The fourteenth-century poet Petrarch was ‘one
of the first truly modern men’. The great renewal of art
and ideas began in Italy, and at a later stage the new at-
titudes and the new artistic forms spread to the rest
of Europe.

This idea of the Renaissance is a myth. . ..

Burckhardt’s mistake was to accept the scholars and
artists of the period at their own valuation, to take this
story of rebirth at its face value and to elaborate it into a
book. To the old formulae of the restoration of the arts
and the revival of classical antiquity, he added new ones
such as individualism, realism, and modernity. . . .

This nineteenth-century myth of the Renaissance is
still taken seriously by many people. Television compa-
nies and organisers of package tours still make money
out of it. However, professional historians have become
dissatisfied with this version of the Renaissance, even if
they continue to find the period and the movement at-
tractive. The point is that the grand edifice erected by
Burckhardt and his contemporaries has not stood the
test of time. More exactly, it has been undermined by
the researches of the medievalists in particular. Their ar-
guments depend on innumerable points of detail, but
they are of two main kinds.

In the first place, there are arguments to the effect
that so-called ‘Renaissance men’ were really rather me-
dieval. They were more traditional in their behaviour,
assumptions and ideals than we tend to think—and

Source: From Peter Burke, The Renaissance, pp. 1, 3-5. Reprinted with
permission by Humanities Press International, inc., Atiantic Highlands,
NJ, 07716; and The Macmilian Press, Ltd.




also more traditional than they saw themselves. Hind-
sight suggests that even Petrarch, ‘one of the first truly
modern men’, according to Burckhardt, had many atti-
tudes in common with the centuries he described as
‘dark’. . ..

In the second place, the medievalists have accumu-
lated arguments to the effect that the Renaissance was
not such a singular event as Burckhardt and his contem-

poraries once thought and that the term should really be_
used in the plural. There were various ‘renascences’ in'

the Middle Ages, notably in the twelfth century and in
the age of Charlemagne. In both cases there was a com-
bination of literary and artistic achievements with a re-
vival of interest in classical learning, and in both cases
contemporaries described their age as one of restoration,
tebirth or ‘renovation’.

Machiavelli and the Renaissance
Federico Chabod

Reactions to and appreciations of Machiavelli’s thought in
The Prince form an apparently contradictory history in
themselves. On the onehand, few thinkers in the history of
political theory rank more highly than Machiavelli; he is rec-
ognized as being the first modern political theorist. On the
other hand, there is a more popular tradition of rejecting his
ideas as immoral; the term Machiavellian is pejorative, re-
ferring to political opportunism and ruthlessness. In the fol-
lowing selection Federico Chabod, an Italian historian who
has writtenyextehsively on Machiavelli, analyzes Machiavelli
and the significance of his ideas.

CoNsIDER: Why Machiavelli's ideas are so appropriate to
the historical realities of his time; how the selections from The
Prince support this interpretation of Machiavelli.

The leitmotiv of Machiavelli’s posthumous life was his
great assertion as a thinker, representing his true a‘nd es-
sential contribution to the history of human thought,
namely, the clear recognition of the autonomy and the
necessity of politics, ‘which lies outside the realm of
what is morally good or evil.” Machiavelli thereby re-
jected the medieval concept of ‘unity’ and became one
of the pioneers of modern spirit: . . .

For Machiavelli accepted the political challenge in its
entirety; he swept aside every criterion of action not sug-
gested by the concept of raison d’état, i.e., by the exact
evaluation of the historical moment and the construc-

Source: Federico Chabod, Machiavelli and the Renaissance, trans.
David Moore (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1960),
pp. 116--118. Copyright © 1958 by Federico Chabod. Reprinted
by permission.
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tive forces which The Prince must employ in order to
achieve his aim; and he held that the activities of rulers
were limited only by their capacity and energy. Hence,
he paved the way for absolute governments, which the-
oretically were completely untrammelled, both in their
home and in their foreign policies.

If this was made possible by the Florentine Secretary’s
recognition of the autonomy of politics, it depended,
conversely, on his own peculiar conception of the State,
which he identified with the government, or rather with
its personal Head. Accordingly, in The Prince all his at-
tention was riveted on the human figure of the man who
held the reins of government and so epitomized in his
person the whole of public life. Such a conception, de-
termined directly by the historical experience which
Machiavelli possessed in such outstanding measure and
presupposing a sustained effort on the part of the cen-
tral government, was essential to the success and pre-
eminence of his doctrine. .

This was a turning-point in the history of the Christ-
ian world. The minds of political theorists were no
longer trammelled by Catholic dogma. The structure of
the State was not yet threatened in other directions by
any revolt of the individual conscience. An entire moral
world, if it was not eclipsed, had at any rate receded into
the shadows, nor was any other at once forthcoming to
take its place and to inspire a new fervour of religious be-
lief; hence, political thought could express itself without
being confused by considerations of a different character.
It was an era in which unitarian States were being cre-
ated amid the ruins of the social and political order of
the Middle Ages, an era in which it was necessary to
place all the weapons of resistance in the hands of those
who had still to combat the forces of feudalism and par-
ticularism. It was, in short, an era in which it was essen-
tial that the freedom and grandeur of political action
and the strength and authority of central government
should be clearly affirmed. Only thus was it possible to
obliterate once and for all the traces of the past and to
offer to the society of the future, in the guise of a pre-
cept, the weapons which would preserve the life of
the united nation in the face of distuptive elements old
and new.

This was the great achievement of Niccold Machi-
avelli, who accordingly became the legitimate represen-
tative of politics and government, the man who was at
once admired and hated, followed and opposed, through-
out two centuries of European history; and it was on him
that the eyes of men were to be fixed, because only he, a
poor, weary citizen of a city divided against itself, had
proclaimed with an eloquence that was now muted the
nature of the arms which the sovereign authority must
employ in order to achieve victory.
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Northermn Sources of the Renaissance
Charles G. Nauert

Most modern scholars argue that there were some differences
between the Italian and Northern European Renaissances.
Perhaps most obviously, the Northern Renaissance came
later. More importantly, while heavily influenced by Italian
humanism, humanism in Northern Europe was more tied to
Christian culture and concerns. In the following selection
Charles Nauert explains differences between the Italian and
Northern Renaissance and argues that the North accepted
Renaissance culture only when that culture came to suit the
particular historical needs of the North.

CONSIDER: The ways the Northern Renaissance differed
from the Italian Renaissance; how Nauert explains these
differences.

The North itself would never have accepted Renais-
sance culture if that culture had not suited its needs. The
reorganized, powerful monarchies of the late fifteenth
and early sixteenth centuries needed a new ideal for
their servants and courtiers, and the emphasis on public
service, on personal merit, and on learning provided an
attractive substitute for the traditional manners of the
unlettered, unruly, and discredited feudal classes. The
new ideal contained enough emphasis on social class and
military prowess to make it credible to a society where
the hereditary nobility still counted for much. For the
kings, it offered the added advantage of servants who
were refined and cultivated, and who would wield the
pen as well as the sword for their master.

In addition to the monarchs and their courts, other
important groups in the North also found humanistic
culture attractive. The powerful, self-confident mer-
chant oligarchies that governed the important towns, es-
pecially the prospering towns of the Rhine Valley and of
south Germany, found in humanism a cultural ideal far
more suited to the needs and prejudices of urban mag-

Source: From Charles G. Nauert, The Age of Renaissance and
Reformation, pp. 116~117. Reprinted by permission of Charles G.
Nauert, Jr. © 1981, :

nates than were the chivalric and scholastic traditions of
the Middle Ages. The large group of would-be Church
reformers found the characteristic Renaissance repudia-
tion of the recent past and the desire to return to the
original sources quite attractive, for the Roman past in-
cluded the apostolic and early patristic age, when the
Church was still pure and uncorrupted. . . .

The humanism that grew up in the North was not a
mere copy of the Italian culture, but a grafting of Italian
elements into a cultural tradition that varied from coun-
try to country. Obviously, for example, Germans or even
Frenchmen could not revere the ancient Romans as their
ancestors in quite the same sense that Italians could.

What did develop everywhere was a revulsion against
the heritage of the immediate past (often more open and
violent than in Italy because scholastic traditions and a
clerical spirit had much greater strength in the North),
and the conscious adoption of an idealized Greek and
Roman Antiquity as the model for reforming literature,
education, and the whole ideal of the educated man.
Even more than in Italy, Northern humanists enthusias-
tically looked to the apostolic and patristic age of the
Church as a valuable part of the ancient heritage they
sought to restore. This emphasis on ancient Christianity,
combined with the widespread movements of lay piety
that flourished in the lower Rhine Valley and other parts
of Northern Europe, explains why humanism north of
the Alps directed much of its reformist activity toward
reform of the Church and deepening of personal reli-
gious experience.

Chapter Questions

1. In what ways was the Renaissance a new
development, strikingly different from the
preceding Middle Ages? How might the
“newness” of these developments be minimized or
reinterpreted as an evolutionary continuation of

the Middle Ages?

2. According to the sources in this chapter, what
was particularly humanistic about the cultural
productions and the attitudes of the Renaissance?





