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What a Year in Art! 

The Elementary Art Team, 2018

It is hard to believe the year is coming to a close, the Art 
Show is done, and we are sending all the artwork home! 

Thank you to those who attended the Art Show, as well as to 
those colleagues that assisted me. It was a great success and 
always so inspiring to see the depth and breadth of  
creativity from our youngest art students to our oldest.  
 
I would like to take the opportunity to tell you how grateful 
I am to have worked with your children, to watch them grow 
and learn in their art education these past two years. It has 
truly been a priviledge to be a part of this wonderful Butler 
school! It is with this sentiment of gratitude, that I am  
saying farewell as I move on to a new position at Belmont 
High School.  I am very excited for this opportunity to teach 
at the high school and lead the new digital art and animation 
program, though I will be missing my Butler friends. I hope to 
keep in touch and perhaps teach some of the Butler students 
in the future!  
 
With gratitude, 
Meghann Remick 
 
 

PORTFOLIOS 
 
It’s that time of year again! Portfolios will 
be brought home for all to enjoy. One way 
to celebrate your child’s accomplishments 
in art is to set up an “art show” at home. 
Display the work in one room (even make 
tickets for special friends & family  
members!) and spend time looking at 
each piece, as if in a gallery. Ask your 
child questions about their art. 

What do you see?

What do you think?

What do you wonder?

How did you make this artwork? What were the steps?

What is your favorite thing about this artwork? Why?

How does this artwork make you feel?

If you could change anything about this artwork, what 
would it be, and why? 

Is there a famous artist that you learned about?

What would you name this artwork? 



I’m so proud of our Kindergarten Artists! Students 
have learned the routines and rules of the art 

room and have explored many forms of art-making 
including watercolor, tempera paint, observational 
drawing, clay, weaving, stamping, etc.!  
 
Concepts that they have learned include line,  
texture, shape, color, form, and space. I am very 
thankful to the Kindergarten teacher aides - Mrs. 
Murphy, Mrs. Hamilton, and Mrs. Spence for all 
their help with the Kindergarten art lessons. They 
were essential in helping our youngest students 
achieve success! 

Kindergarten

My, how you have grown!  
Kindergartners have explored 
so much this year in Art.



First Grade One of our favorite art lessons from this year was  
“Painting with Scissors” inspired by the artist, 

Henri Matisse. Students learned about the life of 
Matisse, how he started out as a painter and then 
later in life when his eyesight was failing, changed 
his style to collage. We discussed how he “painted” 
with scissors to make organic shapes and created  
movement in his artwork. Students created their 
own collages, and then worked collaboratively to 
complete mobiles that are hanging in our stairwall at 
the Butler School. 

“You are my favorite artists.” 
     -Mrs. Remick



Second graders have accomplished a LOT this 
year in art. The wide range of studio work is  

impressive, from observational drawing, sculpture, 
printmaking, watercolor resist, clay pinch pots with 
glass beads, and weaving to name a few.  
 
One of our most favorite art lessons was the  
Louise Nevelson sculptures. Students learned how 
she created “assemblage” sculptures by  
assembling or combining recycled materials  
and painting them with a monochromatic (one color) 
color scheme. To begin, students started out with a 
block of wood that they sanded, then chose  
various wooden pieces and recycled materials to 
build their unique sculptures. Third graders painted 
their sculptures in a monochromatic color scheme in 
the style of Nevelson. Once all the pieces were  
finished and dried, I assembled them on larger  
pieces of wood to create a collaborative sculpture. 
The sculpture was on display at Butler, but have 
since been dissasembled so students can enjoy 
them at home. 
 
Other notable lessons include print-making  
city reflections and superheroes!      

 

“Art is everywhere  
except it has to pass  
through a creative mind.”  
-Louise Nevelson

Second Grade



Third Grade

“Don’t worry about how you 
‘should’ draw it. Just draw it 
as you see it.” - Tim Burton 

Recently, sudents in third grade have been  
focusing on observational art. We discussed 

how to draw what we see, not what we think we 
see! Students practiced observational drawing by 
learning about contour lines, and how to look more 
at the object we are drawing, rather than the paper. 
Students even attempted a blind contour —drawing 
without looking the paper, further strengthening our 
observation skills.  
 
Third graders worked very hard to draw their own 
shoe accurately, taking their time and drawing  
slowly to observe those contour lines. We then 
added detail to our shoe drawings with pen and ink 
techniques such as stipple, hatching, and cross-
hatching. To complete the project, students did a 
texture rubbing using the tread from the bottom of 
their shoe! Each one is unique and shows a lot of 
focus and hard work.  
 
Some other recent projects have been 3D cakes 
inspired by the artist Wayne Thiebaud (students 
learned how to draw a cylinder to make a cake 
shape, then perfected the art of drawing a 3D slice 
cut out! We also worked on animal molas (left).  



The Butler school was fortunate enough to have 
Jeff Kinney, the best selling author of the Diary 

of a Wimpy Kid series, visit! In preparation, I worked 
alongside fourth grade room parents to help  
students learn how to draw themselves in the  
cartoon style of “Wimpy Kid.” Students had to  
consider the style of the drawings (simple, black 
and white, less detail), as well as how to show their 
own characteristics through clothing, expression, 
etc. Students did a wonderful job creating their self-
portraits, which are now displayed in a permanant 
mural at the school— thanks to the many parent  
volunteers! The next time you are near the library, 
be sure to check out the fabulous artwork, also 
signed by Jeff Kinney! 

Fourth Grade

Self-portraits help us explore 
our “identity” - who we are!

Meeting 
Jeff Kinney!


