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     The School Advisory Council ensures that parents 

and community members are involved, in a meaningful 

way, in school-based decision making.  The council  

meets with the principal of the school in order to as-

sist in the identification of the educational needs of 

students and create a school improvement plan.  The 

council still has an opening for one more parent repre-

sentative.  The SAC meets after school, approximately 

once a month.  If you are interested in becoming a 

member of the School Advisory Council, please email:  

jcarey@belmont.k12.ma.us . 

Respect             Community           

Janet Carey, Principal 

November Events 

     For four years, Dawn Rossi & Sheela Agarwal have spent 

countless hours organizing and running our highly successful 

Book Fair. We thank them for their incredible dedication!  

We are also grateful to of our wonderful volunteers who 

also gave generously of their time. This was a record year 

with approximately  $15,000 in sales1 

Winter Concert  
 

     We’d like to invite parents/guardians to 

join us for our winter concert on Dec. 20th. 

We will gather in the gym at the following 

times: 

 Grades 3 & 4:  9:10–9:40am 

 Grades K-2:  10:00-10:30am.  

One More Parent Needed for SAC 

     Almost eighteen years ago, I came to Belmont as 

a novice principal. I have cherished my time  here and 

have grown as a result of it.  The journey has been 

challenging yet fulfilling, exhilarating yet exhausting,  

and constantly changing  while unwaveringly guided 

by our core values.  If I can credit myself with any-

thing, it is hiring well and keeping children central to 

all decision making.   

 

     Filled with mixed emotions, I am writing to let 

you know that this will be my final year as principal of 

the Winn Brook School.  I am grateful to have had 

the opportunity to work with such a talented and 

dedicated staff, incredibly supportive families, and  

children who inspire confidence for the future.  

While it may seem early to make this announcement, 

principal searches typically start in January.  As I said 

to Superintendent Phelan, my priority is to give you 

time to find the right person to lead your school 

community, the privilege that I’ve so enjoyed. 

     Special thanks to all who attended & volunteered for 

Game Night.  We raised over $600 for the PTA & also 

fulfilled 20 wishlist games- enough to give each classroom  a 

new game for rainy days.   

 

Thanks so much for joining us, 

Amy Kirsch & Jeanne Jacoby  

The Time Has Come 

Reminder: 

     We are collecting new, unwrapped toys 

and books.  The Department of Children and 

Families will match the gifts with the appropri-

ately aged recipients in order to make the holidays a 

little brighter for children in need.  The drive has 

been extended through Monday, Dec. 9th. 



Kindergarten Info. Night 

Looking for a great way to thank  a teacher or 

staff member during the holiday season?  

     The FBE's STAR (Staff and Teacher Award and 

Recognition) Awards recognize Belmont educators and 

staff.  This program is a great opportunity for parents 

and children to acknowledge and thank the remarkable 

professionals who make a difference in their lives.  

With a tax-deductible donation of $20 or more to the 

STAR program, the FBE will send a certificate to the 

teacher or staff member you wish to honor. The certif-

icate includes your name and personalized message, 

without specifying the dollar amount of the gift.  For 

more information about the STAR Award program or 

to order online, please visit www.fbe-belmont.org/star.  

STAR Awards 

Upcoming Events 

 12/2-10   Fire Safety Program  for grades K-4 

 12/2-9    Toy and Book Drive  * 

 12/9     School Photo Retake Day  * 

 12/11&12 Grade 3 field trip  Concord  Museum  * 

 12/12     Grade 1 fieldtrip to Wheelock Family Theater * 

 12/6       Author Sarah Reul to visit K * 

 12/17     Tanglewood Marionettes for K  *  

 12/20       Winter Concert (see p. 1 for times)        

 12/23-1/1  Winter vacation—NO SCHOOL 

   *  PTA Sponsored  Events

 

A Note from Our Nurses 

 

We are looking for sweatpants or 

athletic pants of all sizes with elas-

tic waists.   

     Now that the weather is turning cold, it is a good 

time to review our winter recess procedures and 

recommendations for dress.  Since the children ben-

efit from fresh air and active play, we send them out-

side for recess unless the weather is particularly wet 

or drastically cold.  As you are probably aware, a 

layered approach is generally the best way to cope 

with winter conditions.  The layers help conserve 

body heat while children are outside and enable 

them to adjust to interior temperatures that may 

vary as they travel to the gym, lunch, and specialists’ 

classrooms. Students will only be allowed to 

play in the snow if they are wearing the ap-

propriate gear (snow pants, boots, hats and mit-

tens/gloves). 

     Early releases, related to weather, will be avoid-

ed; however, in the unlikely event that an unsched-

uled early release is necessary, it is crucial that we 

have accurate contact information for parents 

and guardians.  Please send us any updated infor-

mation.  It would also be a good time to create a 

contingency plan for childcare should school be can-

celled or delayed.  Please take some time now to 

ensure that everyone in your family knows the plan 

for an unexpected school closing or delay. 

Winter Weather Reminders 

     Kindergarten parents are invited in to come 

watch their child’s Physical Education class on the dates 

and times below. This is a chance to learn about some 

of the goals and objectives of the Physical Education 

Program: 
 

Ms. Hiltz-            Monday, January 27, 9:00-9:30 

Ms. Hannon-       Monday, January 27, 9:30-10:00 

Ms. Lapon-          Monday, January 27, 10:00-10:30 

Ms. Doyle-          Monday, January 27, 11:00-11:30 

   We are pleased to announce a district-wide Kinder-

garten Parent Information Night for parents and 

guardians of students entering kindergarten in 

the Belmont Public Schools in 2020-2021.  It will 

be held on Thursday, January 23 at 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m. in the Winthrop L. Chenery Middle School audi-

torium, 95 Washington Street (snow date Thursday, 

January 30). 

 

   This is a general information night with all four ele-

mentary schools represented; Mary Lee Burbank, Dan-

iel Butler, Roger Wellington, and Winn Brook. Pre-

senting, will be Superintendent John Phelan along with 

principals and central office personnel. 

 

   Kindergarten Central Registration will be held in 

March. More details will be presented at Kindergarten 

Information Night and information is also available on 

the Belmont Public Schools website at: 

h t tp : / /www.be lmont .k12 .ma .u s /bps /Paren t s /

Registration/K-4-Registration . 

(Please note Kindergarten Parent Information Night is for 

Adults Only) 

Introduction To P.E. Class 

http://www.fbe-belmont.org/star
http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/bps/Parents/Registration/K-4-Registration/data3/staff_data$/jcarey/2014-15
http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/bps/Parents/Registration/K-4-Registration/data3/staff_data$/jcarey/2014-15

