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Upcoming Events 

 11/6      Early Release Day, 11:50 dismissal 

 11/19-22  Book Fair * 

 11/20       Game Night, 6:00-7:45pm in the cafeteria  * 

 11/27       Early Release Day, 11:50 am dismissal,  no 

      afternoon childcare  

 11/28-29   NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving  

    *  PTA sponsored events 

     The School Advisory Council ensures that parents 

and community members are involved, in a meaningful 

way, in school-based decision making.  The council  

meets regularly with the principal of the school in order 

to assist in the identification of the educational needs of 

students and create a school improvement plan.  The 

council has an opening this year for a parent repre-

sentative.  The SAC meets after school (3:15 pm), ap-

proximately once a month.   Should more than one par-

ent volunteer, the PTA will run an election.  If you are 

interested in becoming a member of the School Adviso-

ry Council, please contact jcarey@belmont.k12.ma.us. 

Respect             Community           High Expectations 

Janet Carey, Principal 

Parent Needed for School Council 

Results from MCAS 

     State MCAS exams provide a snapshot of student 

performance in grades 3 and 4.  While this is helpful da-

ta, it is just one measure among many.  MCAS reports 

rate students’ performance as: Exceeding Expectations, 

Meeting Expectations, Partially Meeting Expectations, or Not 

Meeting Expectations.  The state piloted a new version  of 

the test in 2017 and the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education was clear that the cut off for 

meeting expectations is more rigorous than it has 

been in the past.   

 

     We have been getting quite a few questions from 

parents/guardians regarding their children’s individual 

writing scores.  You can see from the table below, our 

English Language Arts (ELA) scores were strong; howev-

er, our analysis revealed that both 3rd and 4th graders’ 

reading scores were significantly higher than their writ-

ing scores.  The same was true throughout the district 

and state.  When looking at the percentage of possible 

points attained, reading scores averaged approximately 

30 percentage points higher than writing scores.   This 

spread reflects the rigor of the writing tasks and the 

complex integration of skills that is required for young 

children to write paragraphs, stories, and essays.   The 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has 

announced that the 2020 MCAS exams will have fewer 

essays, therefore reducing the time and cognitive de-

mands on the children.   

 

     We are working to improve students’ writing with a 

new program (Units of Study) developed at Columbia 

University’s Teachers College Reading and Writing Pro-

ject.  We have already seen substantial gains in the vol-

ume of their writing.     

MCAS  Results Spring 2019 
Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding Expectations  
 

  Winn Brook Belmont          State 

  3rd Grade ELA        82%    83%     56% 

  3rd Grade Math        79%    81%  49% 

  4th Grade ELA        84%    82%  52% 

  4th Grade Math        79%    79%  49% 

Every few years, our staff likes to 

surprise the children on Hallow-

een by greeting them in costume.  

Pete the Cat and Ms. Frizzle were 

among the storybook characters 

who appeared last week. 

https://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/winnbrook


Dogs at School 

     For a variety of reasons, we are ask-

ing that you keep dogs off of school 

property during busy times of the day.  

Some people are uncomfortable with dogs and find 

their presence during arrival and dismissal times to be 

anxiety provoking.  Additionally, outstretched leashes  

can create safety hazards increasing the likelihood that 

someone will trip and fall.   The crowds, noise, and con-

fusion may also make your pet uneasy.  Please be re-

spectful of the diversity within our school community 

and help to ensure that everyone feels safe and com-

fortable. 

Saturday November 16th 11am-2pm at the Bel-

mont High School Cafeteria 
 

     You will find great deals on new and used skis, 

snowboards and winter sports equipment. New equip-

ment will be sold by Rogers Ski and Sport. For con-

signment sales, you may drop-off used items in good 

condition between 8-10 am and we will sell them for 

you. Sellers will receive 50% of the price of their sold 

items, with the other half going to the BHS Ski Team. 

Come to gear up and get ready for the upcoming win-

ter season. For more information, visit https://

sites.google.com/a/belmontskiteam.com/skiteam/ 

BHS Ski Team’s Ski & Sports Sale 

     Dyslexia is an unexpected difficulty learn-

ing to read that is estimated to impact one in 
five children but can be overcome.  There are 

many examples of famous people who are 
dyslexic yet demonstrate brilliance and/or extraordinary 

creativity.   While reading is a visual task, dyslexia is root-
ed in the language system of the brain where sounds are 

put together to create words  and words are broken 
down into their individual sounds.  A young child’s 

awareness of the units of sound (phonemes) and ability 
to manipulate them is a strong predictor of later reading 

success.  In fact, phonemic awareness is a stronger pre-
dictor than intelligence.       Our classroom instruction 

for all children is tightly aligned with the continuum of 
skills and the systematic, multisensory approach that is 

needed to overcome  dyslexia. 
 

     While the prevailing message on social media is that 
schools wait until children fail to learn to read before 

acting, that is not the case at Winn Brook.   We 
screen all K-2 students three times a year using a normed 

assessment called DIBELS.  Additionally, we use diagnos-
tic measures to assess phonemic awareness skills and 

phonics skills.  Our kindergarten screening also includes 
two “rapid naming “ tasks which allow us to assess stu-

dents’ visual processing speed which is an additional pre-
dictor of later reading success.   We have an elaborate 

data-collection system for reading in all K-4th grades.   
Sight word counts and assessments for comprehension 

are also included.   
 

     Data is analyzed by teams of educators.  Students, 

who are not meeting benchmarks, are identified for tar-
geted, systematic instruction through our “Response to 
Intervention” system (RtI).   Small groups are formed 

based on specific skills and students’ progress is closely 
monitored to ensure that they are responding to the 

instruction/intervention.   When we don’t see the pro-
gress we are expecting, we generally  propose that an 

evaluation is done to determine eligibility for special edu-
cation services.  The state’s department of education 

identifies a number of disability categories that we must 
choose from when we put a child on a special education 

plan (IEP).  The term “dyslexia” is not one of the options.  
It falls under the broader category of “Specific Learning 

Disability.” 

Dyslexia Awareness Month 

Notes from Our Nurses 
When To Keep Your Child at Home 

     There are times when a student should remain at 

home for his/her own welfare and for the protection of 

other students and staff. The following criteria may be 

used to determine when a child should remain at home: 

 Has a cold in the contagious stage (first 3-5 days)  

 Sore throat and swollen neck glands accompanied by a 

fever  

 Undiagnosed rash or skin eruptions  

 Earache, red eyes or drainage from the eyes  

 Tonsillitis or any communicable disease  

 Fever over 100 during the past 24 hours  

 Vomiting or diarrhea within the past 24 hours 

 

Vision & Hearing Screening: 

     Vision and hearing screening is underway.   This is 

done annually in accordance with Massachusetts Gen-

eral  Law. Students are screened and notification is sent 

home  if any concerns arise.  If you do not receive noti-

fication, you can assume that your child has passed the 

basic school screening. These basic tests are not a sub-

stitute for medical care. They are designed to ensure 

that students are able to adequately participate in the 

school learning environment.  

Important Reminder:  
     Massachusetts General Laws hold parents respon-

sible for ensuring that children, under their care, at-

tend school daily.  Under the law, districts may ex-

cuse up to seven absences in a six month period.  

Schools are required to monitor attendance and take 

action if a problem with truancy or tardiness is evi-

dent.    

https://sites.google.com/a/belmontskiteam.com/skiteam/
https://sites.google.com/a/belmontskiteam.com/skiteam/


 4th Grade Halloween Party     
     We try to make our 4th graders’ final year at Winn Brook a special one.  They have several opportunities to 

come together, have fun, and bond as a community of learners.  On Oct. 25th, PTA held one such event.  Parent vol-

unteers treated the children to a fantastic Halloween Party with music, dancing, games, and other treats.  Thank you 

to the volunteers for organizing such a memorable party! 

PTA News 

 

Special Projects 

The PTA is in the process of setting up a Special Projects Committee with a focus on contributing to the school's 

needs. Initial projects may include software, classroom equipment, library books, and more.  Keep an eye out for 

updates. 

 

PTA Meeting notes 

Thanks to those who joined us for our recent PTA meeting.  In addition to reviewing PTA finances and discussing 

the Special Projects Committee, we had a wonderfully cozy Q&A with Ms. Carey.  Among other things, we learned 

that one of her favorite parts of her job is meeting with children on their birthdays to talk to them a little and give 

them a small birthday prize. 

 

Fundraising  

Thank you to all those who have donated to the PTA this year! The PTA can’t do anything without your sup-

port. We are hoping to reach our fundraising goal for the 2019/2020 school year by the end of November. We still 

have 10K to go.  If you haven’t contributed already please consider doing so no matter how small.  Every little bit 

helps!  

 

Call for Volunteers 

The PTA is looking for one or two people who would be willing to be in charge of Box Tops, and someone with 

accounting or finance background to be an assistant treasurer.  Please contact winnbrookptapresidents@gmail.com 

if you are interested.     
 

Save those photos 

Please remember to take and save  photos of school events. All students will get a yearbook when they graduate 

4th grade and families will be asked to contribute photos for the yearbook from their child's time at Winn 

Brook.  It’ll be nice to remember all those fun PTA field trips and events over the years.  

mailto:winnbrookptapresidents@gmail.com

