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     It is with a wide range of emotions, I am writing my final newsletter.  By now, my retirement is obviously not 

“news” but I wanted to take this opportunity to say a final good-bye and thank all of you.  When I applied for the 

position of Winn Brook Principal in 2002, I knew very little about Belmont.  I have since learned how incredibly 

fortunate I was to be hired by, then Superintendent, Dr. Peter Holland.  This district is filled with extraordinary 

educators and Belmont is a community that truly values education.  It has been an honor and privilege to have 

worked with such a talented and dedicated staff, skilled administrators, and terrific students and families!  Your 

children inspire my confidence for a better, more just future. 

 

    Thank you for such a heart-warming farewell!  I received the most beautiful, cloth bound book filled with all 

the children’s messages, including a few very special ones from students I have not seen in years!    The book will 

always be a reminder of my connection to your children.  Along with your many emails,  our Zoom get-together, 

and the unforgettable “parade,”  you have given me an invaluable gift.  I think all educators hope their work has an 

impact and that they touch the lives of others in a meaningful way.  As Ralph Waldo Emerson said “The purpose 

of life is not to be happy.  It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some differ-

ence that you have lived and lived well.”  I am leaving feeling that my work has mattered and will live on through 

our incredible staff.  I am confident that they will continue to serve with an unwavering commitment to our core 

values of high expectations, respect and community.  

 

  Our PTA has contributed to our success as a school community in more ways than I could possibly list.  Vol-

unteers have given so generously of their time and talents in order to make every child’s school experience bet-

ter.   Our PTA has always been  there to provide support when I have asked for books, supplies, Chromebooks,  

Dreambox, rugs, fans, field trip funding, programs and so many other things.  It has been a pleasure to work with 

our Executive Board members:  Elisa Perry, Holly Javedan, Susan Burgess Cox, Nitin Sonawane, Sherri Lowery 

and John Marcos.  Although COVID prevented many of the special events they had planned, I want to thank all of 

our committee chairs who selflessly volunteered  their time and energy.  I also  want to express my most sincere 

appreciation to all families who contributed to our PTA’s efforts in any way.   Your dedication to our school 

serves to strengthen and enrich our community. 

 

Looking Ahead:      
   As you probably saw in the communication from teachers, we have shared activities and resources for you to 

do with your children during July and August. While we hope you will use these resources to maintain your chil-

dren’s academic skills, at the same time, I hope this summer will  give families a break from screen-time.  Our ele-

mentary mental health providers have put together a Summer Newsletter for Families  that contains some great 

resources. 

 

   I have been in contact with your new principal, Anita Mecklenburg, and we will be meeting next week to pre-

pare for the transition.  As we typically do, I have worked with teachers and specialists to finalize class lists for 

next year.  Your child’s assignment will be sent out to you during the summer months.  

A Final Farewell 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w5DGybSQ-mWgXBQF0S-49UP6z96mRlbUYXRmYR03daY/edit?pli=1

