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With A Broken Heart 

   We left Winn Brook in March with a project on diver-

sity and race unfinished (pictured right). Sadly, to me, it is 

symbolic of our current troubles.  My heart has felt bro-

ken by the pain and suffering caused by the pandemic and 

recent news compounded that distress.   I know many of 

our families may be dealing with stress and anxiety be-

cause of the pandemic, whether from anti-immigrant bias 

or financial insecurity or fear of violence against their 

communities.  I wish we could all be together in person, 

making the heart of our school whole. 
 

     As you may remember from my March newsletter,  

we were using picture books to facilitate respectful con-

versations about  differences, particularly those related 

to race.   Research has shown that if we avoid conversa-

tions about racial and cultural differences, children are 

apt to assume that there is something “bad” about these 

differences.  The last book we all read, as a school com-

munity, was All the Colors We Are (read aloud 

here.)  which explains skin color from a scientific per-

spective.  Students then began to select paint chips which 

resembled their skin colors and name them with positive 

words (cocoa, vanilla pudding, pearl, chocolate milk, etc.) 

before adding them to our school-wide display.  Ironical-

ly, this (photo) is the way we left that work in March.  

The tragic events in Minneapolis and other cities are a 

powerful reminder of the importance of anti-racist edu-

cation and an active and unified commitment to change.  

Please know that our faculty is strongly committed to 

anti-bias education and I anticipate they will continue to 

drive this important work after I am gone.    
 

    “Silence about racism reinforces racism by letting chil-

dren draw their own conclusions about what they 

see.”  (The Children’s Community School)  There are 

many good children’s books to help facilitate conversa-

tion and build empathy and understanding.  Here is one 

website which reviews a wide variety of books on social 

justice. You may also wish to discuss this weeks’ news 

with your children, to help them understand your views 

and process what they may have overheard but not un-

derstood.  Here is a great article from USA Today with 

advice from experts on how to do so. The process of 

building a more peaceful world begins with all of us. 

 
 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Did You Know? (From: The Children’s Community 

School) 

 

 By kindergarten, many children associate some racial 

groups with higher status than others. (KInzler, 2016) 

 

 One study reported that almost 40% of white chil-

dren did not know if their parents “liked” black peo-

ple, despite parents reporting cross racial friendships. 

(Vittrup & Holden, 2011) 

 

 “Without making specific references to the topic of 

race, it is unlikely that children will understand 

that...they should not discriminate against others 

based on their skin color.”  (Vittup & Holden, 2011) 

 

 Research shows that “conversations with 5-7 year 

olds about interracial friendship can dramatically im-

prove their racial attitudes in as little as a single 

week.”  (Bronson and Merryman, 2009)“ 

 

 Fictional books can improve social empathy. (Kidd & 

Castino, 2013) 

 

Learn More: 

 
Here is a parents’ guide to teaching tolerance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz0b5l5T4v8
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/22/books/23racebooks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/22/books/23racebooks.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/05/31/how-talk-kids-racism-racial-violence-police-brutality/5288065002
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/
http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/theyre-not-too-young-1.pdf
http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/theyre-not-too-young-1.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/beyond_golden_rule.pdf


Elementary Report Cards will be available to families on June 17.  Teachers will be preparing report cards in a manner 
that reflects the monumental shift in teaching and learning this term.   

What to expect: 

The Pro-social and Academic Skills Sections:  Due to the necessary modifications of the curriculum taught and stand-
ards addressed since the school year was disrupted, as well as the emphasis on social connection over assessment, it is 
not appropriate to report on student progress towards the usual learning standards.  Therefore, the June period will 
be blank for these sections.   

 

Comments Section. Teachers will be providing a brief narrative to summarize the student’s year with highlights on pre-
closure strengths and areas of challenge, and will include suggestions to promote growth over the summer. 

 

Please know that we expect all of our children to begin the next school year having had different experiences than we 
might expect in a typical year.  We are preparing  to meet them wherever they are and are committed to supporting 
their continued growth and progress. 

What about Report Cards? 

Collecting Students’ Materials 
     Teachers have surveyed families to see who would like to pick up students’ classroom materials from school.  

Those materials are in the process of being packed up and we will send out a pick-up schedule soon.  All materi-

als will be collected from the front driveway where they will be spread out and labeled.  There will be collection buck-

ets for any books or other materials that you need to return to us. 

A Special Surprise 
     Thanks to an incredible team of dedicated volunteers, our 4th graders not only re-

ceived the traditional 4th grade tee-shirt, but they were also surprised with  splashy lawn 

signs congratulating them and wishing them well as they move on to middle school.  The 

shirts and signs were hand delivered to the homes of our ninety-six 4th graders!  This was 

quite a feat and we thank our volunteers:  Rachel Gould, Diana Martinez, Erin Beattie,  

Kerry Fagan,  Lisa Moulis, Megan Murphy, Melissa Irion, Sarah Boyle, Shauna Daniel,  Gi 

Yoon-Huang and Chris Alex.  If any 4th grade did not find his/her shirt and sign, please let 

us know.   


